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DESIGN 

PEACE PROCESS
Italian studio Stefano Boeri Architetti 
has designed a new centre for prayer, 
meditation and peace at a sacred 
Buddhist site in Nepal. Ramagrama 
Stupa, an archaeological burial site 
crowned by a hill and an ancient 
tree, still houses an intact portion of 
the relics of the Buddha and is one 
of the most important historical, 
religious and cultural sites for 
Buddhism. Buddhist communities 
and other cultural organisations 
have committed to preserving and 
enhancing the space. The masterplan 
includes two giant gardens: a 
Peace Meadow for contemplation, 
with a ground design that recalls 
the mandala symbol; as well as a 
Biodiversity Ring, which will host 
80,000 plants of 70 different local 
species. For more information, visit 
stefanoboeriarchitetti.net

CONSERVATION

FROM LITTLE 
ACORNS  

Blenheim Palace and Estate is home 
to the greatest number of ancient oak 

trees in Europe and is safeguarding the 
future of the collection with an extensive 

tree-growing initiative. Last year, the 
estate forestry team collected over 

20,000 acorns as well as more than 
50,000 seedlings from 20 other native 

species of tree, including cherry, walnut 
and beech. Saplings planted out in the 

parkland in 2016 are now around half 
a metre tall, and it is hoped that the 

programme will enhance the estate and 
contribute to a healthier environment. 

See the ancient oaks for yourself by 
booking a visit at blenheimpalace.com
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DIG IN NEWS

Talking point

TRUE COST OF 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
Valentine’s Day is synonymous with 
red roses, but the Spring Summer 
Autumn Winter Collective (SSAW) has 
been campaigning for years to turn this 
tradition upside down and promote a 
more considered approach to gifting 
flowers in winter. “There is nothing 
seasonal about a rose in February,” says 
Jessica Blume (above), one of the SSAW 
co-founders. “We expect the first flush 
of flowers between late May and early 
June – if we’re lucky a second in August 
to September. February is clearly no 
time for roses in bloom – not here, nor 
in most parts of the world. So why buy 
roses in February?” Roses grown for 
Valentine’s Day require large amounts 
of water and energy from greenhouse 
heating. Pesticide runoff is also an 
issue – as flowers are not consumables, 
regulations on pesticide use are much 
less stringent. An estimated eight million 
roses (570 tonnes) are imported to the 
UK for Valentine’s Day – that’s a big 
environmental impact. To arrive fit for 
use, flowers often need to be flown and 
trucked while refrigerated. “It is said that 
for every day a flower spends travelling it 
loses 15 per cent of its value,” says Jessica. 
So this year, consider buying something 
seasonal, such as hellebores, narcissi or 
hyacinths, or even a bareroot rose, at the 
natural point in its yearly cycle, that you 
can watch grow for years to come.

To read more about why roses aren’t 
so romantic in February and for ideas 
on other flowers to buy instead, 
head to gardensillustrated.com/
valentinesroses

Plants Before Time 
Visit Wisley to discover 
fascinating houseplants 
among fossils and 
footprints. Saturday  
3 February – Sunday  
10 March, 10am-3.45pm 
(opens 9.30am 
weekends). RHS Garden 
Wisley, Woking, Surrey 
GU23 6QB. rhs.org.uk

3
Herbalist Walk, Talk and 
Tea Dive into the world of 
medicinal plants and their 
healing properties with  
an expert herbalist.  
Tuesday 6 February, 
11am-12.30pm. £15. One 
Garden Brighton, Stanmer 
Park, Lewes Road, Brighton,  
East Sussex BN1 9SE. 
onegardenbrighton.com

6
Early Flowering 
Perennials with Rosy 
Hardy A talk on the 
attributes of 24 early 
flowering perennials. 
Wednesday 28 February, 
10.30am-12.30pm. £22.50. 
Hardy’s Cottage Garden 
Plants, Whitchurch, 
Hampshire RG28 7FA. 
hardysplants.co.uk
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WHAT TO DO IN… FEBRUARY

PLANT 

Change at the top 
Taylors Clematis, popular grower of climbing plants, has been 
acquired by Sarah Raven. Featuring more than 100 clematis 
cultivars, including Clematis ‘Hagley Hybrid’ (£16.95) and 
Clematis ‘Huldine’ (£18.95), the range can now be found at 
Sarah Raven alongside pots, tools and a range of other plants. 
sarahraven.com

Clematis Sea Breeze 
(= ‘Zo09063’).

Clematis ‘Hagley Hybrid’.

Clematis Diamantina 
(= ‘Evipo039’).

Clematis ‘Huldine’.




